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part you were speaking of; but a cuckold you know
may be an honest man, it does not alter that case at
all; besides I think, said I, since your wife is so
dishonest to you, you are too honest to her, to own
her for your wife; but that, said I, is what I have
nothing to do with. Nay, says he, I do think to
clear ray hands of her, for to be plain with you,
madam, added he, I am no contented cuckold neither:
on the other hand, I assure you it provokes me to the
highest degree, bat I can't help myself; she that will
be a whore, will be a whore.

I waved the discourse, and began to talk of my
business, but I found he could not have done with
it, so I let him alone, and he went on to tell me all
the circumstances of his case, too long to relate here;
particularly, that having been out of England some
time before he came to the post he was in, she had
had two children in the mean time by an officer of
the army; and that when he came to England, and,
upon her submission, took her again, and maintained
her very well, yet she run away from him with a
linendraper's apprentice, robbed him of what she
could come at, and continued to live from him still;
so that, madam, says he, she is a whore not by ne-
cessity, which is the common bait, but by inclina-
tion, and for the sake of the vice.

Well, I pitied him, and wished him well rid of
her, and still would have talked of my business, but
it would not do; at last he looks steadily at me, Look
you, madam, says he, you came to ask advice of me,
and I will serve you as faithfully as if you were my
own sister; but I must turn the tables, since you
oblige me to do it, and are so friendly to me, and I
think I must ask advice of you; tell me what must
a poor abusedifellow do with a whore? what can I
do to do myself justice upon her ?

Alas, sir, says I, 'tis a case too nice for me to ad-